
 
Covid 19 Clarifications     October 6, 2021 
 
Items 1-8 below are excerpts from the Department of Health website 
https://novascotia.ca/coronavirus/docs/COVID-19-Protocol-for-proof-full-vaccination-events-
activities-en.pdf 
 
In addition, a clarification and/or definition of circumstance is that directly affect the 
Archdiocese of Halifax-Yarmouth operations and functions is provided below. 
 

1. Effective October 4, 2021, people are required by law to show proof that they are 
fully vaccinated to participate in discretionary, non-essential events and activities where 
people gather together. Businesses and organizations hosting these events and activities 
are required to check your proof. They cannot allow people to participate if they do not 
show proof of full vaccination. This guide is intended to help businesses and 
organizations properly check proof of full vaccination. It does not give all the details 
that are contained in the COVID-19 Protocol for Proof of Full Vaccination for Events 
and Activities. Businesses and organizations need to review the entire protocol to fully 
understand their requirements. 
 

2. Acceptable forms of proof of full vaccination:  
2.1 Original proof of full vaccination records are acceptable in paper and digital 
formats, as well as clear photos, screenshots and photocopies.  
2.2 In some cases, valid ID will be required along with proof of full vaccination to 
verify that a person is providing their own proof of vaccination. In cases where a 
person’s identity is already known (i.e. where they have an existing membership such 
as gyms or they are already registered as participants in an activity such as recreation 
programs), valid ID is not required.  
 
 

3. Checking proof of full vaccination  
Businesses and organizations hosting events and activities that are covered in Section 
3.1 of the Department of Health protocol are responsible to check that participants are 
fully vaccinated before they engage in the event or activity.  
Starting October 22, Nova Scotia will implement VaxCheckNS, available as free 
download in the App Store for Apple devices and Google Play for other devices. 
Nova Scotia’s Personal Health Information Act prevents businesses and organizations 
from keeping records about people’s health unless they provide consent. They cannot 
keep a paper or electronic list of people who have or have not shown their proof of 
vaccination without their consent. Businesses and organizations are allowed to create 
their own solutions for checking proof of vaccination as long as they respect privacy 
requirements. In some cases, they will need to require proof of vaccination every time a 
person accesses their events or activities. In other cases where a system that respects 
privacy requirements can be implemented, full proof of vaccination may only need to 
be shown once. 
Some businesses and organizations that host events and activities covered under 
Section 3.1 of this protocol rent or use space within a building. In these cases, there is a 



 
joint responsibility between the business or organization and the building 
owner/manager 

 
4. Proof of full vaccination is required 

4.1 food establishments (such as fast food and coffee shops) where people sit to eat/ 
drink, both indoors and on patios (not including takeout, drive-thru or delivery) 
4.2 indoor and outdoor wedding ceremonies and funerals (including receptions and 
visitation) that are hosted by a business or organization 

 
5. Proof of full vaccination is not required 

5.1 regular faith services (such as daily or weekly) 
5.2 places where government services are offered, such as Access Nova Scotia centres 
5.3 mental health and addictions support groups 
5.4 food banks, shelters, family resource centres and adult day programs for seniors and 
people with disabilities  
5.5 programs and services for vulnerable populations that cannot be offered virtually 
(except if meals are offered – they can only be provided via takeout or delivery to 
people who cannot show proof of full vaccination)  
5.6 healthcare services and health professions like doctor's offices, dental care, massage 
therapy and physiotherapy 
5.7 business meetings and other activities in the workplace when they involve people 
who regularly work together and where the general public is not present (unless it’s in a 
rental space). 

 
6. Employees and volunteers 

Proof of full vaccination is not required for full-time or part-time staff of businesses 
and organizations that host events and activities in 4 above. 
However, if an employee accesses the event or activity on their own time, this protocol 
applies to them. For example, a staff member at a gym does not need to provide proof 
of full vaccination to work but does need to provide it to use the facility personally, 
such as attending fitness classes or using the weight room for their own workout.  
Proof of full vaccination is required for volunteers who host, lead or organize the events 
and activities covered in 4 above. 
Any business or organization may choose to implement its own vaccine policy for staff 
and volunteers  

 
7. Exceptions 

People with a valid medical reason that prevents them from getting vaccinated can 
request an exception from the requirement to show proof of full vaccination for events 
and activities in 4 above. 
A small number of Nova Scotians are participating in clinical trials for COVID-19 
vaccines that are not yet approved by Health Canada or the World Health Organization. 
They are not required to show proof of full vaccination for events and activities in 4 
above. 
Anyone with an exception because they are in a clinical trial needs to present this letter 
and valid ID in place of proof of full vaccination for events and activities in 4 above.  
 



 
8. Business and organization vaccine policies 

A business or organization that hosts events and activities covered in 4 above of this 
protocol may choose to implement its own vaccination policy for employees, 
volunteers and customers, members or clients. Any policies they create cannot be less 
stringent than this protocol. Many businesses and organizations are not subject to this 
protocol. Some examples are given in in 5 above. They can also set their own 
vaccination policies for employees, volunteers and customers, members or clients.  
 

 
Specific to the Archdiocese of Halifax-Yarmouth, including the 
Catholic Diocesan Centre and all Parishes of the Archdiocese. 
 

 
Meetings: 
Pastors, Associate Pastors, Parish Life Coordinators can meet with individuals without 
requiring the person to show proof of full vaccination. (See 5.6 above) 
Staff can meet together without proof of full vaccination; however outside participants 
will be required to show proof of full vaccination. 
Finance, Pastoral Council, KOC, CWL, etc. meetings – volunteers will be required to 
show proof of full vaccination for the first meeting, however not for subsequent 
meetings. (See 5.7 above) 

 
Outreach 
In accordance with Department of Health “Proof of Full Vaccination Policy” “mental 
health and addictions support groups”, “food banks, shelters, family resource centers 
and adult day programs for seniors and people with disabilities, and programs and 
services for vulnerable populations that cannot be offered virtually (except if meals are 
offered - they can only be provided via take out or delivery to people who cannot show 
proof of full vaccination”), are exempt from showing proof of vaccination. (See 5.4,5.5 
above) 
 
Sacramental Celebrations 
Mass for weekday and weekend is considered a faith gathering (See 5.1 above) does not 
require proof of vaccination, but masks are mandated for all in attendance. Capacity 
limit is subject to fire marshal regulations. 
Baptism outside mass, first communion, confirmation, reconciliation, Adoration – is 
considered a faith gathering (See 5.1 above) does not require proof of vaccination, but 
masks are mandated for all in attendance. Capacity limit is subject to fire marshal 
regulations. Note: if Adoration is part of another event, then proof of vaccination will 
be required. 
Taking communion to the homebound is subject to the approval of the recipient 
parishioner. The communion minister is required to have proof of full vaccination and 
wear a mask while visiting the person. 
 
Visiting Nursing Homes 
All types of visitors are now permitted to come into a facility.  



 
Visiting nursing homes and taking communion to nursing homes is subject to the 
guidelines set out by Department of Health and the Nursing Home. 
https://novascotia.ca/coronavirus/docs/Guidelines-for-Long-Term-Care-Visits.pdf 
The visitor is required to have proof of full vaccination and wear a mask. 
 
 
Reviewing Proof of Full Vaccination 
Original proof of full vaccination records is acceptable in paper and digital formats, as 
well as clear photos, screenshots and photocopies. The need to show ID other than the 
“proof of full vaccination record” is not required. (See 2.1, 2.2 above) 
 
Definition of Parish Events regarding Capacity Limits 
Any event initiated by or sponsored by the parish is considered a parish event. IE: Faith 
formation (Bible studies, ALPHA, Children’s Catechetics, etc.), KOC, CWL. Etc. (NO 
capacity limit)  
Rental or use of parish facilities by outside individuals or groups are considered non-
Parish Events. (Bingo, Receptions, gatherings.) (Gathering limit of 25 people indoors 
and 50 persons outdoors.) 
 
 
  
 

 
 


